[The role of deformability of endothelial cells in the arterial response to shear tension].
Treatment of the femoral artery luminal surface with glutaraldehyde dimere or dithiosuccinimidyl propionate reduced or eliminated flow-induced dilation, the responses to acetylcholine and the ATP being preserved. The findings suggest that the endothelial cells perceive changes in shear stress and that the cell stiffness is a factor subject to the influence of the magnitude of flow-induced arterial dilation.